
akayla Dent 
and Jamereon 

Edwards, juniors at 
Stewart County High 
School, have been selected 
to represent Sumter EMC 
as delegates on the 55th 
annual Washington Youth 
Tour (WYT). The once-
in-a-lifetime leadership 
experience, scheduled 
for June 18-25, is made 
possible through the 
generosity of electric 
membership cooperatives 
in Georgia, including 
Sumter EMC.

Makayla is the 
daughter of Sumter EMC members Leticia and Carlos 
Dent and big sister to Tobias Dent. She is active in 
several school activities, including the JROTC 
rifle team, volleyball and chorus. She has also 
received several honors and awards during 
her time at Stewart County High School, 
including Most Improved Shooter, highest 
biology milestones score and being named 
a REACH scholar. 

She says math is her favorite subject in 
school, as she enjoys the challenge of solving 
problems and working them out. The teacher 
who inspires her the most is Dwanna Carter, who always 
makes sure Makayla keeps going to fulfill her dreams.  

In Makayla’s spare time, she enjoys singing, dancing, 
cooking, hanging out with her friends, shopping and writing. 
After high school, she hopes to attend either Kennesaw State 
University or Clark Atlanta University, where she plans to 
major in business. 

Makayla is looking forward to this experience and going 

on the WYT. She hopes 
to learn more about 
history while in our 
nation’s capital. 

Jamereon, the son of 
Sumter EMC members 
Ruth and William 
Edwards, has three 
older brothers and three 
older sisters. He enjoys 
studying history and 
lists multiple teachers, 
including Marcus Taylor, 
Coach Norman Royal 
and Ret. 1st Sgt. Viva 
Jester, as inspiring him to 
be successful in life. 

Jamereon is active in 
his community and his school. He participates 

in JROTC, where he is the Battalion Executive 
Officer and the Cadet Major. He is also 

Captain of the rifle team and a member of 
the drill team. He enjoys playing varsity 

football and baseball, where he received the 
Coaches Award and serves as a Captain for 
both. 

 In addition to his school activities, 
he participates in the Stewart County 4-H 

Club and is a member of the youth choir at 
Bronson Memorial Baptist Church and the Mount 

Mariah Association. His family fellowships at Enterprise 
Baptist Church and Bronson Memorial Baptist Church. He 
participates in neighborhood cleanups and volunteers with 
health fairs sponsored by 4-H. 

Jamereon’s plans include attending Clayton State 
University, where he hopes to major in criminal justice and 
forensics. After college, he would like to become an officer 
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and talents God gave me to perform this unique job.” He also 
states he is “proud to be part of the linemen brotherhood 
that works well together even during intense times like storm 
work.”

One part of the job close to Nathan’s heart is “seeing the 
joy on members’ faces when their power is restored.” This 
service-oriented mentality is one of the many admirable 
qualities of our electric linemen. 

“The roles of linemen are vital to our cooperative. 
Without their dedication, we would not be successful,” says 
Rene Smith, Sumter EMC President/CEO. “We are grateful for 
these individuals, and we invite all co-op members to take a 
moment and thank a lineman for the work they do.”

#ThankALineworker on social media on April 13 to show 
your appreciation for these brave individuals who power  
our lives.

24B Georgia Magazine      April 2020

Eddie Greene

Sumter EMC celebrates Lineman Appreciation Day

Sumter EMC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

ineman Appreciation 
Day, set aside each 

year on the second Monday 
of April, is the perfect 
opportunity to shine a 
light on this vital part of 
our Sumter EMC team. On 
April 13, 2020, America’s 
electric cooperatives will 
honor the crews who work 
hard to keep the lights on. 

Linemen are 
considered the first 
responders when electrical 
services go down. They 
respond and work tirelessly 
to serve members until they 
restore power. Many times, 
linemen are away from their families for extended periods 
to get the job done. We proudly recognize the sacrifices they 
make to keep power flowing to the homes and businesses of 
our members while also working safely and protecting their 
fellow crew members. 

 “It takes a special person to be a lineman, and it is an 
honor to work with each one of them,” says Sumter EMC 
Operations Superintendent Eddie Greene. “They come to 
work daily, ready to serve our members.” Sumter EMC is 
fortunate to have many extraordinary people who work in  
this capacity. 

In describing his passion for the profession, Crew 
Foreman Nathan Lightner says, “I am thankful for the skills 

L

Nathan Lightner
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Sumter EMC offers a variety of billing programs 
Prepay Electric Service

Sumter EMC’s innovative Prepay 
Electric Service program for qualifying 
residential accounts allows you to pay 
for your electricity before you use it. 
Never pay a late fee, additional deposit 
or reconnect fee again. You control the 
payment schedule, and credit card and 
e-check payment options are available 
to you all day, every day.

Go mobile! Download our  
FREE mobile app

With our free 
mobile app, you can 
manage your account 
instantly whether 
you’re at home or on 
the go. With fast, secure access, you  
can make payments, report an outage, 
view your bill and account balance, 
schedule alerts and reminders and 
receive push notifications. Just search 
for Sumter EMC in the Apple App Store 
and Google Play.

Online payment
View and pay your electric  

bill online at the co-op’s website,  
www.sumteremc.com. Our online bill 
viewing/payment services enable 
you to view your latest bill as well as 
your electricity use history, previous 
balances and more; submit changes 

of address, telephone number, etc.; 
contact us with comments, problems, 
suggestions and more; use your  
credit/debit card to pay your bill or 
write an electronic check; and post  
your payment immediately to avoid  
late charges. 

Bank draft
Sign up for automatic payment 

by bank draft and never write another 
check for electric service. We will 
mail an advance copy of your bill 
showing the exact amount that will 
be automatically deducted from your 
bank account on the third of the month 
following your billing. As a timely 
reminder not to mail us a check, the 
words “Paid by Bank Draft” will appear 
on your copy of the monthly bill.

Levelized billing
Levelized billing allows members 

who qualify to budget approximately 

the same amount each month for 
their residential power bill. Your 
actual power use for the current 
month is averaged with your 
previous 11 months’ bills, so the 
amount you pay for electric service 
doesn’t change much throughout 
the year. Fixed payments for outdoor 
lights or contracts, along with state 
and local taxes, are added to your 
levelized electric bill. 

Custom billing service for senior/
disabled/retired citizens 

This custom billing service 
makes paying electric bills more 
convenient for members drawing 
Social Security, retirement or 
disability income. Those who qualify 
are placed on a special billing 
cycle with a payment due date that 
coincides with the arrival of their 
monthly check.

and work on solving cold cases and 
then become an officer with the CIA. 

He is the recipient of several awards 
at his school, including the Irad Pittman 
Award, academic excellence and 
perfect attendance. His hobbies include 
playing video games, being active 
outdoors and serving as a volunteer in 
children’s activities. 

Jamereon is grateful for the 
opportunity to participate in the WYT 
and visit the nation’s capital. He hopes 
to learn more about government 

and is looking forward to sharing his 
experience with others.

“The Youth Tour was established to 
inspire the next generation of leaders,” 
says Andrea Walker with Sumter EMC. 
The weeklong tour exposes students 
to the fast-paced world of politics and 
provides valuable lessons in leadership. 

Since 1965, the Washington 
Youth Tour has given more than 3,000 
students from Georgia and more than 
50,000 nationwide the opportunity to 
take part in this unique experience. 

President Lyndon Johnson initially 
requested the program, while a U.S. 
senator in 1957, to “send youngsters 
to the nation’s capital, where they can 
actually see what the flag stands for and 
represents.” 

The Georgia delegation will join 
more than 1,800 youth representing 
cooperatives across the nation to 
exchange ideas and views about local 
and national issues with peers from 
other states.

Washington Youth Tour, Continued from page 24A
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ach year, serious accidents 
involving electricity occur 

on farms. Agriculture is Georgia’s 
oldest and largest industry. With one 
out of seven Georgians working in 
agriculture, forestry or a related sector, 
Sumter EMC urges you to keep the 
following safety tips in mind:

 n Know the location of power lines 
and map out ways to avoid them when 
moving equipment. Any contact with 
these lines creates a path to the ground 
for electricity and carries the potential 
for a serious, even fatal, accident.
 n Stay 10 feet from power lines. 
The Georgia High Voltage Safety Act 
requires that you not encroach on that 
space. Avoid building fencing under 
power lines or storing equipment in 
the right-of-way.
 n Never stack hay or pile grain near 
power lines. Look above you for power 
lines before swinging hay bales onto a 
truck with a hay squeeze or boom.
 n When picking fruit or pruning 
trees, check for power lines running 
through or near trees. Branches may 
have grown too close to a power line, 
and you or your tools or ladder can 
come into contact.
 n Numerous pieces of equipment on 
a farm, due to their height, can come 
in contact with overhead power lines. 
If possible, have someone watch out for 
you as you drive equipment to ensure 
that you stay clear of the power lines. 

Always practice safety first on the farm
E Be extra careful when moving large 

equipment, such as cotton pickers, 
dump trucks, irrigation pipes and  
grain augers. 
  •  Cotton pickers: Cotton pickers 

are tall pieces of equipment, and 
operators need to be mindful of 
any power lines near them. Do not 
park under power lines and never 
raise the basket near an overhead 
power line. Raising baskets into 
power lines can cause a fatal electric 
shock.

  •  Dump trucks: When raised, the 
bed of a dump truck or trailer can 
touch overhead power lines. The 
person operating the dump truck 
should note the location of power 
lines before raising the bed and 
should not move the dump truck or 
trailer while the bed is in the raised 
position.

      Typically, if a raised bed contacts 
a power line, the operator will not 
be at risk of electrocution if he or 
she remains inside the vehicle 
because the truck’s tires provide 
insulation. If, however, a person 
standing on the ground touches 
the dump truck or trailer while it 
is in contact with an overhead line, 
he or she could be electrocuted.

  •  Irrigation pipes: Irrigation pipes 
should be at least 15 feet from 
power lines. The water jet streams 
should be positioned so there is  
no chance of them spraying onto 
power lines. If this happens, the 
entire system could become 
energized.

     Avoid moving irrigation 
equipment on windy days, when 
pipes could be blown into nearby 
power lines. If an irrigation pipe 
touches a power line, never try to 
remove it yourself. Stay away from  
it and call Sumter EMC for help at  
1 (800) 342-6978.

  •  Grain bin: Electrocution incidents 
associated with grain bins occur 
with the use of augers and/or 
elevator equipment near overhead 
power lines.

 n Shuffle or hop, don’t step!
  •  If the machinery you are 

operating contacts an energized 
line, move it away from the line 
to break contact. If this can’t be 
done, stay on the machine.

  •  If there is an uncontrollable 
fire, jump off the machine while 
keeping your feet together. Never 
contact the machine and the 
ground at the same time.

  •  Once clear of the machine, shuffle 
away, never allowing the heel of 
one foot to move beyond the toe 
of the other, or hop with both feet 
together to a minimum distance  
of 30-35 feet.

n Stay back 30-35 feet from any 
downed power line or exposed 
underground cable. Walking over the 
area can cause a fatal shock. If you feel 
a tingling sensation, stop immediately, 
place your feet together and shuffle or 
hop out of the area without touching 
anything with your hands.
 n Rubber household or chemical 
gloves will not protect you from the 
voltage carried by overhead lines.
 n Don’t become a victim. Always call 
your local emergency services when 
someone is injured in an electrical 
accident. If they are still in contact 
with the electric source and you touch 
them, you could be seriously injured or 
killed. Keep everyone back a minimum 
distance of 30 feet, and have someone 
call for help immediately.


